
Kaiserslautern should have a 
plan to entertain the Com-
mander and his entourage. 
 
As I was talking to several 
Post Commanders at some of 
the meetings I have attended, I 
was surprised by some of the 
responses that were express 
about the Department of 
France. There were both good 
and negative responses.  In a 
nut shell, I want to thank all of 
your for the your participa-
tion.   
 
Thank you and take care  
 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Robert Gray 

Hello my fellow Legion-
naires.  I want to wish you 
and your love ones well. 
 
I want to talk about member-
ship in the Department and 
Posts.   
 
I understand the problem 
facing most of our Post, since 
only about 28% of our Post 
still has Military near them.  
Having said that, Post’s that 
do have a Military presence, 
need to work extra hard at 
recruiting all Veterans, active 
duty and retired.  Post’s that 
no longer enjoy a Military 
presence need to insure that 
the Veterans in their area are 
aware that The American 
Legion still exists.  We need 
to try and make all of our 
Veterans living in Europe 
aware that The American 
Legion still exists and is still 
fighting for their benefits, 
that we a remain conscience 
reminder for Americans at 
home that our Soldiers over-
seas still need their support, 
and that we support our Vet-
erans, their children, wives, 
widows and widowers, and 
other family members. 
 
We are having the Depart-
ment Awards Committee 
meeting on 8 May, in Kaiser-
slautern.  VCAL Kane has 

assured me that all the awards 
would be received by the 4th 
DEC and available for the 
Convention.  On another 
note, Bill Marshall and James 
Dennis have assured me that 
the Eiffel tower pins would be 
in by the 4th DEC.  
 
National Commanders Visit 
Itinerary: 
 
24 May – Arrive Frankfurt; 
travel to Stuttgart for over-
night 
24 May – Visit GR06 for din-
ner 
25 May – EUCOM and AFRI-
COM briefings 
25 May – Travel to Heidelberg 
for overnight 
25 May – Visit GR03/GR07 
for dinner 
26 May – USAREUR Briefing 
26 May – Travel to Kaiserslau-
tern after lunch for overnight 
26 May – DPC briefing and 
Soldier visit/GR01 
27 May – Ramstein and 
LRMC briefings 
27 May – Visit Wounded 
Warriors 
27 May – Travel to Frankfurt 
for overnight 
28 May – Fly to Kosovo 
 
These are the attend dates, for 
the National Commander’s 
visit, subject to change.  Post 
in Stuttgart, Heidelberg and 
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DEPARTMENT    
OFFICERS (CON’T) 

Historian 
Eric Thoresen, GR01 
 
Finance Officer 
Gary Miller, GR06 
 
Service Officer 
George Hall, GR03 
 
Judge Advocate 
Michael Young, GR01 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Hal Rittenberg 

POST MEETINGS 
Below is a partial listing of 
Post and their General Mem-
bership Meetings. If you 
would like to attend a Post 
meeting, please contact the 
respective Commander and/
or the Adjutant. 

GR01: 1st & 3rd Wednesday 
monthly, Post Home; 1830  

GR03: 1st Thursday monthly 
Post Home 

GR06: 2nd Wednesday 
monthly Post Home 

GR07: 1st Tuesday monthly 
Post Home 

GR13: 3rd Saturday monthly 
Post Home 

GR14: 2nd Wednesday of 
the month Post Home 

GR42: 3rd Sunday of the 
month Post Home 

GR79: 2nd Saturday of the 
month Post Home 

GR1982: 3rd Wednesday of 
the month Post Home 

PO01: 3rd Saturday of the 
month, grounds of Lisbon 
Embassy; 1100  

IR03: 1st Saturday in April, 
first Sat. in Oct for elections 

DEPARTMENT   
SERVICE OFFICER 
 
Here is some good informa-
tion:  50states.com - States and 
Capitals.  Look up  your VA 
State Homes. 
 
George T. Hall 
Office:   06221 57 8236 or 
DSN 370-8236 
Phone Mobil 0171 937 9871 
hallgt@yahoo.com 
Your DSO is here to Help 
VA CLAMS, SSA, DFAS 

Post Events 

 
GR01 
Will hold our Annual Me-
morial Day reception for all 
those returning from St. 
Avold.  We are asking our 
normal $5.00 donation for a 
plate of food and pay as you 
go for refreshments.  See 
you there. 
 
GR09 
On 15 May 2010, GR09 will 
be holding its Annual Elec-
tion of Officers with a ban-
quet following the  
elections.  Chaplain Ron 
Moore will be honoring the 
post with his attendance. 
 
GR14 
Thomas W. Barnett Post 
GR14 will hold it’s Memo-
rial Day Service at 1145, 
Sunday, 30 May 2010 at the 
German Cemetery in Bued-
ingen, Germany. All are  
welcome to attend.  If you 
are coming please contact 
the Post Adjutant for more 
info.  Carl Hackworth,        
+49-6042-4057011 

VCAL REPORT 
 
Another month of Legion Work with most of the time being 
spent on preparing for our Department Convention now less 
than 7 weeks away.  Our Committee is fairly happy with the 
progress to-date and we are awaiting Deposits from a few.  
When you read this, you know who you are, so please go to 
your Bank and send off the money.  We would like, at this 
late stage, to receive payment in full as we had to shell out 
for those who didn’t pay their deposit.  One important mes-
sage to everyone, PLEASE CONTACT US NOW IF YOU 
HAVE A SPECIAL NEED. 
 
During the last month my travel to Posts, thankfully, was not 
interrupted by the ASH.  I visited 5 Posts and made contact 
with more, I spent a lot of phone calls reminding Posts to get 
in their Award Packages and I believe the response has been 
good.  Hopefully your Post has submitted something. 
 
Only a few days ago our Post, IR63, initiated a new member 
who is a Korean Veteran, Michael McCabe, and he is hale 
and hearty and he intends to attend the Convention Banquet. 
 
On one weekend I had a meeting with Commander Robert 
and Adjutant John in Kaiserslautern and flew back the next 
morning to Dublin and was driven to Claremorris in the west 
of Ireland (thanks Michael) to attend the Annual General 
Meeting of IR03 where they had the election of Officers.  
One new Officer is a Lady and Erin J. Buttner is the new 
Post Chaplain.  There must be something in the air over in 
Ireland as Armida Flores is the Chaplain of IR63. 
 
Hopefully we are all trying to get the Department Member-
ship numbers up to where we were in previous years.  Please 
put another big drive in at your Post. 
 
During the past month there have sadly seen been a number 
of our friends transferring to Post Everlasting and we have to 
remember the ones left behind and care for them in the best 
way possible.  Just a few days ago I heard of the death of 
Maria, the wife of the Commander of Portugal 01.  To Jim 
we send our Sympathy. 
 
The month of May will be as usual a busy one for us all with 
various meetings and a visit to St Avold.  Don’t forget to 
order your Wreath early and try to be present on the day. 
 
Finally please don’t leave any queries about Convention until 
the last minute.  You can check our Website for more news 
next week and any breaking news from now until Conven-
tion. 
 
 
Liam Kane 



It’s hard to believe but it’s that time of the year again. No it’s not 
Christmas time, but it is National Convention time. 
 
The 2010 National Convention will be held in Milwaukee, WI 
27 Aug - 2 Sept 2010. 
 
We had a great turn out and a great group of people at last years 
convention in Louisville, KY and I hope we have the same this 
year. 
 
I am now taking room reservation for Milwaukee National Con-
vention, and when you send me your reservation I need the fol-
lowing information 
 
1.   Date of arrival 

2.   Date of departure 
3.   Name of main person in the room 
3.   Name of the person that is sharing the room with you (if you 
are going to have a roommate or wife in the room with you) 
4    And last any special room requirements 
 
You can e-mail this information to dhaggan@sbcglobal.net 
 
Cutoff date is 1 July 2010. 
 
Looking forward to seeing old friends again plus getting some very 
important Legion Business done. 
 
Doug Haggan 

National Convention 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

27 April - 2 September 2010 

Department Convention 
 
16 – 20 June is getting closer and here is the FINAL CALL to 
those who haven’t booked their place in Ireland.  
DO IT TO-DAY. 
 
Thank you for sending your deposits but a few are still out-
standing, the way to pay is easy through your Bank you need the 
following information IBAN IE45ULSB98629010604063 IBAN 
BIC ULSBIE2D.  Our Post Bank is Ulster Bank; Name of Ac-
count:  American Legion JFK IRL Post 63. Code 98-62-90, Ac-
count Number 10604063. 
 
We do NOT have facilities for Credit Cards and all Payments are 
to be made to our Post.  For those who do not have a €uro Ac-
count, there is no problem.  Just tell your Bank what has to be 
paid in Euros and they will convert it for you. 
 
Bus News == Aircoach is the Bus to use.  It leaves from outside 
the Arrivals Area.  Just turn left as you exit main door.  The bus 
is Light Blue in Color.  Buses depart the airport at the following 
times 0100, 0200, 0300, 0400, 0430, 0500, 0530, 0600, 0630, 
0700, 0800, 0900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1230, 1300, 1330, 1400, 
1500, 1600, 1630, 1700, 1730, 1800, 1900, 2000, 2100, 2200, 
2230, 2300, and 2359 hours.  You take the Bus going to GREY-
STONES and ask the driver to let you off at the Stop for the 
Royal Hotel, Bray. More info, if you need it at info@aircoach.ie.  
These Buses leave on time. 
 
Once again, if you haven’t booked your flight, Ryanair have an-
other Sale on www.ryannair.com from Regional European Air-

ports. 
 
Those travelling on Aer Lingus from Frankfurt Main, go to Ter-
minal 2, Area D, and Windows 891-894.  You then go to Gate E 
(please check this as it could change). 
 
Don’t forget to register for your free train travel now.  See de-
tails in the March Newsletter.  It’s worth €100.00, so you might 
as well use it. 
 
To date I have received requests from 2 people for special assis-
tance that our Post has been able to facilitate, so if you have any 
request please get it to us NOW so as it will be ready for you 
when you arrive in Ireland. 
 
On arrival, we need to know if you are going on the tour, as we 
need to let the transport people know what size bus to use.  The 
Bus will be going from the Tour Directly to the BBQ and then 
back to the Hotel.  We have lined up a good nights entertain-
ment, including dancing, songs and music and if you want to 
show off you talents you can do so too. We won’t charge or pay a 
fee. 
 
Anybody who wants to play Golf would be advised to bring their 
own shoes.  Again, please let us know when you want to play.  
It’s free -- part of the package.  You can walk to the Golf Course 
in 5 minutes. 
 
Ireland 63 will keep you in touch over the next 7 weeks with 
news and we expect you to contact us if you have any queries.  
Do it early rather than when you come to Ireland. 
CEAD MILE FAILTE. 



The host Post:   JFK IR63 
 
The Venue:  Royal Hotel, Bray County, Wicklow, Ireland 
 
The Date:  16 - 20 June 2010 and beyond. 
 
The Bookings are high and we need those few who have not regis-
tered to kindly do so or tell us that they are not attending. 
 
 The POST WEBSITE is up and running and will be updated 
weekly.  http://www.americanlegionirelandpost63.com/ 
is our contact, please have a look. 
 
Some people have even booked in for longer periods than the 
actual Convention.  We can do great deals for you if you want to 
do the same.  We’re here to help, just contact us by e-mail if you 
require any information. 
 
We are working on the social side for you.  One item of interest 
will be a talk on the Irish who fought on the American side in 
Korea and Vietnam.  This will include slides and Books by the 

Department Convention 
Author who will conduct the free show. 
 
A group of Irish Dancers will perform for us and are willing to 
show you the odd step or two. 
 
Details of events in and around Bray are also available, and of 
course, remember that you are in County Wicklow, The Garden 
of Ireland. 
 
Trains and Buses run on a very regular time to Dublin City.  the 
scenery on both are worth a trip and we will supply time tables 
on request. 
 
Some of our Post will be available to assist you on all matters at 
all times during the Convention.  JUST ASK.  YOU’RE AT 
HOME IN IRELAND. 
 
Failte Roimh To Leir go dti Bri Cualainn. ar an ocaid den 
Comhdail Leguna  na 
Stait Aontaite Roin na Bfranca 2010. OCumann 63  

Package consists of the following: 
 
Fare consists of: 
 
Bed and Irish or Continental breakfast. 
1 Convention coin for each person registering. 
Banquet on Saturday Night. 
Bus Trip & BBQ. 
 
4 Night package Single room €290.00 
 Double room €377.00 
 Triple room €506.00 
 
3 Night package Single room €219.00  
 Double room €290.00 
 Triple room €393.00 
  

2 Night Package Single room €155.00 
 Double room €211.00 
 Triple room €282.00 
  
1 Night Package Single room €90.00 
 Double room €124.00 
 Triple room €159.00 
  
Family rooms available on request. 
Package for 5 Nights please contact me. 
Booking Dates: 
31st December 2009 (Numbers attending) 
Booking deposit 25% must be paid on or before 3rd D.E.C. 
  
1ST MAY FINAL DATE FOR BOOKING AND PAYMENT  
Your cooperation for the above will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank You, Liam Kane, Convention Chairman 



Sons of The American 
Legion 

 
 The Sons of The American Legion will hold our 
annual Detachment Convention on Saturday, June 5, 
2010. The location will be: Building 1563 on Spinelli 
Barracks in Mannheim at the GR-07 Post Home. The 
German address is: Am Aubuckel Str., Geb 1563; 68259 
Main Feudenheim. You can call at: DSN 384-6083 OR 
Civ: 0621-730-6083. Detachment Adjutant Jim Dennis 
will send out the call in a few days. I encourage you to 
attend this important event. 
 As this is the 
month of May, the De-
tachment should surpass 
the 90% mark in trans-
mittals. As of this writ-
ing, we are not quite at 
85%! If you are reading 
this, stop now and check 
w i th  your  Pos t/
Squadron adjutant and 
find out where you are 
on the road to recruit-
ment. If you are not at 
100% (or better), find out why. 
 It’s time for elections. Come to the convention 
in Mannheim on June 5th and show your support to the 
Detachment by seeking one of the many leadership posi-
tions that will be available. Your Detachment needs you. 
This is a good opportunity to lay the groundwork for 
your future ambitions within the Department of France. 
By showing your leadership abilities in the Detachment, 
you can prove to yourself and others that you have what 
it takes to bring effective and able leadership to the De-
partment of France. We all know that the race for com-
mander has been run by too few legionnaires in the last 
few years. (It wasn’t so long ago when there were 5 or 6 good 
candidates.) Perhaps you are the dynamic leadership that 
we crave! Step up and take your chance. We can only 
improve with new and innovative ideas from younger 
members who are to become the future of this Depart-
ment!  
 Thanks to all Department and Detachment Le-
gionnaires for your support these past two years. It has 
been an honor and a great pleasure to serve you in the 
capacity of Detachment Commander! 
 
  
Frank J. Hanchak 
Commander 
Detachment of France 
Sons of The American Legion 
frank.hanchak@gmail.com 

The American Legion Department of 
France 2010 Eagle Scout of the Year 

 
Spring Camporees, 100 Year Celebrations, and Summer 
Service Projects programs 

 
Spring Camporees are into full swing 
throughout The Transatlantic Council 
within the same footprint of The American Legion Depart-
ment of France.  As the Spring and Summer warm up, 
Scouts are hiking, camping, and looking for community 
based projects. 
 
Service details around your Post Home may be a worthy 
project.  Does your post home need a fresh coat?  Does your 
post home need a few planks and nails?  It may be possible 
that some local Life Scouts are searching for worthy Eagle 
Scout projects.  

 
Boy Scouts of America be-
gan in 1910, and this 2010 
100th Year, Celebrations are 
taking place across the US 
and also here in the Depart-
ment of France region.  
Packs and Troops are chal-

lenged to earn the 100 Year Celebration patch, with five 
streamers. “Service, Achievement, Character, Outdoors, and 
Leadership”.   
 
Scouts have to complete three out of five requirements to 
earn the streamers.  The Service streamer recommends tak-
ing part in community based projects (even American Le-
gion projects may suffice).  So some of you annual events 
or even Spring cleaning, may mutually satisfy the Legion 
Post plans and help Scouts achieve the 100 Year celebration 
streamers. 



Specifically, Can you think of any projects around your 
local Post Home that has been waiting for many spare 
hands to accomplish the job?   Does your post Veterans 
Memorial still shine?  Have the Post Home steps worn 
and walk-way eroded over many harsh winters?    Does 
your post have a Scouting Chartering Organization Rep-
resentative or community liaison?  They may be able to 
guide a team of Scouts and local volunteers to set up 
new memorials, clean statues, place concrete benches 
around your Legion Hall and make it more welcoming 
and friendly to our Legion and Veteran Families!  
 

In closing for the month of April and 
May.  Some fantastic Legionnaires and 
Scouters have highly contributed to both 
our beloved American Legion, the De-
partment of France as well as the Scouts 
within their community and the Transat-
lantic Council.  Each have accomplished 
approximately nine service related task 
in order to better serve our community.  
The 2010 American Legion Square Knot 
recipients are Comrade George Hall, 
Comrade Donald Brown and Comrade 
Frank Hanchak.  Specifically Comrade 
Donald Brown and Comrade Frank 
Hanchak have initially chartered Ventur-

ing Crews within their Post.  Each will receive the 
American Legion Square Knot Certificate from The 
American Legion, National Commander, an American 
Legion Ribbon and Medal, and an embroidered commu-
nity service square knot for their official BSA uniform.  
Thank you Comrades and Fellow Scouters for your ser-
vice!     
                                                                                                                        

 
 
Contact your local BSA Troop today! 
 
“For God and Country” 
Scouting Forever and Venture On! 
 
 
Dave Sears 
Scouting Chairman 
The American Legion 
Department of France 

GR09 Activity 
 
On 28 April, members of GR09 and their wives visited the 
Laupheim Planetarium to attend the presentation “The fascina-
tion of the Universe”.  This showing took the viewers through 
our cosmic universe visiting planets, solar systems, distant 
galaxies and “black holes” and ended at the beginning of the 
universe, “The big bang.”  (10 billion years ago)  Everyone left 
the planetarium totally awed with what they had seen. 
 
This was the second of a series of monthly events planned for 
GR 09 members and spouses to unify the group and provide 
entertainment. 
Legionnaire Joe Teel driving a point across to Post Adjutant 
Hal Rittenberg while wife Anna looks away.  

Past Post Commander Bob Lindsey checking out ice cream 
sundae enjoyed by Post Adjutant George Franklin and wife 

Sonja.  Bob is thinking, “Hmm I just lost 2 kilos, maybe I 
should  ….” 
 
Submitted by Jerry Aman 



GR13 Activities 
 
On the evening of 27 April 1945, 30 members of the Augsburg anti-Nazi resistance met with soldiers of the 3d US Infantry Division 
to arrange a peaceful turn over of the city of Augsburg with out further death and destruction.  This joint effort succeeded admirably 
on 28 April 1945.  On 28 April 2010, the city of Augsburg, 3 former 3ID veterans who were part of the US Liberation, and members 
of the Augsburg American Legion (Post 13) and the Augsburg VFW took part in a bronze plaque dedication. The relationship be-
tween the German and US American Communities has been a successful story of bilateral friendship, and cultural exchanges from 
1945 to today! 

Three former 3ID Veterans, 28 April. Easter Fest Tent, 14 April. 

The Bronze Plaque 

American Legion and VFW Members 



Ronald Howko, Commander of Post IR03 pre-
senting Erin J. Buttner with a Certificate of 
Initiation into the American Legion at a cere-
mony in Claremorris, Ireland on April 11th, 
2010.  Erin, a New York City native and Air 
Force veteran, is the first female Legionnaire in 
the over fifty year history of Commodore John 
Barry, Post IR03.  We are honored, and wel-
come her as our newest comrade. 
  
MICHAEL P. NOONE 
Adjutant 
Post IR-03 

Room for a few American Retirees in: 

THE BRITISH RETIREMENT HOME 

ESTORIL 

Founded in the mid-1980's, the British Retirement Home is situated in a quiet cul-de-sac near the beach, within easy 
walking distance of the centre of Sao Pedro do Estoril, on the Lisbon-Cascais railway line. Open to residents of all na-
tionalities, it comprises 10 unfurnished apartments with a kitchenette and an en suite bathroom as well as 8 individual 
rooms with private bathroom for those who are less independent. 24 hour Care Support is provided by a bi-lingual team, 
headed up by a registered Nursing Sister. Links with the local community ensure a steady flow of volunteers to help with 
outings, shopping trips and social events. Non-residents are welcomed on a daily basis or for short-term stays for recu-
peration or holiday periods. 

For more information contact 214 688 694 during working hours, or visit www.brhportugal.com 


